
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 24 November 2021] 

 p5840b-5840b 
Mr John Quigley 

 [1] 

PRO BONO SERVICES MODEL 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.08 pm]: I am pleased to table the first Western Australian 
pro bono services model: Report on pro bono for financial year ending 30 June 2021. The report gives an overview 
of the model and provides key findings about the types of pro bono services provided by private law firms under 
the model. Under the government’s program, law firms that provide legal services for the state government must 
subscribe to the national pro bono target, a voluntary and aspirational target of at least 35 hours of pro bono services 
per lawyer per year. Law firms providing legal services to state government agencies must also deliver pro bono 
services for approved causes to the value of at least 10 per cent of the total fee charged to government agencies. 
Fifteen law firms undertook pro bono work in 2020–21 under the program. The total dollar value of the legal 
services provided to government by these firms was around $25 million. These firms went above and beyond their 
obligations under the program, delivering almost 13 000 hours, or more than $4.8 million, in free legal support to 
the WA community in the program’s first year. People affected by cyclone Seroja were amongst those who received 
legal advice, tenancy support and financial counselling from dedicated teams set up to assist those impacted by 
the cyclone. Under another initiative, private, community and public sector lawyers joined forces to deliver free 
wills to people in the West Kimberley, assisting individuals in the Djarindjin and Beagle Bay communities with the 
preparation of wills, enduring powers of attorney and enduring powers of guardianship. The program has a strong 
focus on helping individuals from disadvantaged and marginalised backgrounds secure access to justice. Aboriginal 
people, domestic violence survivors, elderly people, people with disabilities, people with limited English language 
skills, people with mental illness and homeless people are amongst those who have benefited from the program. 
I would like to thank those firms that provided pro bono legal services under the program, and more generally 
throughout the profession: Law Access, the Department of Justice and the various community legal centres for their 
ongoing work, as well as the State Solicitor and his office for administering the model. I table the report. 
[See paper 835.] 
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